Thomas R. Klenke
November 2, 1935 - December 6, 2018

Klenke, Thomas R., age 83 of Kettering, passed away Thursday, December 6, 2018.
Thomas was preceded in death by his parents, Louis and Laura; a brother, Don. He was a
graduate of the University of Dayton and was a Professional Engineer in Dayton for 50
years. Thomas spent 20 years with BG Danis and later co-owned Pretzinger and Klenke
Consulting Engineers. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Nancy; a daughter and sonin-law, Joan (Joe) Henehan; five sons and daughters-in-law, Phil (Ines), Dan (Amy), Joe
(Lori), Tom (Leslie), Tim (Laura); sixteen grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Mass
of Christian Burial, 11:00 am Thursday, December 13 at St. Charles Borromeo Church.
The family will receive friends Thursday from 9:30-11:00 am at the church. The burial will
be private at Calvary Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Hospice
of Dayton or Goodwill, envelopes will be available at the church. Arrangements by the
Westbrock Funeral Home, Bigger Rd.

Cemetery

Events

Calvary Cemetery

DEC

1625 Calvary Drive

13

Dayton, OH, 45409

Visitation

09:30AM - 11:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo Church
4500 Ackerman Blvd, Kettering, OH, US, 45429

DEC
13

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo
4500 Ackerman Blvd, Kettering, OH, US, 45429

Comments

“

For several years, my wife Carol and I exchanged greetings with Mr. & Mrs. Tom
Klenke at mass as we sat in the same section. We all are creatives of habit and it is
comforting to know the next time we see Mrs. Klenke in mass, Tom's loving spirit will
be right there with her. Mr. Klenke was a great man who passed on those qualities to
his children and grandchildren, as I have spent years being a friend with his son Joe
and his wife Lori. Warmest Regards to the family. Joe and Carol Jones & Family.

Joe Jones - December 13, 2018 at 08:07 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Thomas R. Klenke.

December 12, 2018 at 02:36 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Thomas R. Klenke.

December 11, 2018 at 11:38 PM

“

When we are born into this world, we only have our family (past and present) and
when we depart this world we leave behind family (present and future) plus our
friends. I only knew Tom for less than three years but during that time we made
family connections that have been questioned for generations. His mother gave him
letters she had received from my uncle living in Kansas, trying to understand if there
was a family connection. My aunt left letters with my parents stating she met a first
cousin (once removed) of Tom's, a Father Paul Klenke in Cincinnati, and she was
sure that he “must be related” but no one could make the connection. You see, my
name is Klenke also but I came from a Klenke family that left Cincinnati for Kansas
back in 1877. When I moved to Cincinnati in 2014, I took up the hobby of genealogy
and made contact with one of Tom’s son to see if we were related. He put me in
contact with his father Thomas R. Klenke and we began to work together on the
question - “are we related?” In less than a year’s time of collaboration, Tom and I
were able to trace both of our blood lines back to his and my forth great grandfather
Jürgen Wilhelm Klanke - our roots were found in Schinkel, Germany, a suburb of
Osnabrück. We both felt great achievement from this research result and we enjoyed
working on it together. I am so grateful for having met Tom and for the work we did
together. He leaves me behind, part of his family (fifth cousin) and a friend. Martin D.
Klenke of Mason, OH

Martin Klenke - December 11, 2018 at 08:10 AM

