Millie Louise Penwell
April 8, 1931 - September 6, 2019

PENWELL, Millie Louise, age 88 of Dayton, passed away on Friday, September 6, 2019.
She was born on April 8, 1931 in Fayette County, Ohio to the late Virgil and Mary
(McKinley) Jones. Also preceding her in death were her husband, Charles M. Penwell
(2016); her brothers, Leonard Jones, Kenneth (Betty) Jones, and Harold (Vada) Jones;
brothers-in-law, Lloyd (Betty) Penwell; and Harold (Kathleen) Penwell. She is survived by
her children, Cheryl (Bruce) Maier, Larry (Bonnie Green) Penwell, grandchildren Justine
(Jason) Beecher, Christian Green, and Rachel Green; great grandson, Sebastian
Beecher; sister-in-law, Helen Jones; and several nieces and nephews.
Millie Louise was a longtime member of Hope Methodist Church. No one she met
remained a stranger; she made everyone feel loved and accepted. Her kind heart
extended to all animals, and to her current cat, Nadia, who will remain with family.
She loved working as a bookkeeper at Kettering Bike Shop and McCutcheon Music; she
retired in 2011. She enjoyed reading, bowling, camping, and visiting with friends and
family. Millie Louise was a loving mother, grandmother, aunt, and great-grandmother, and
will dearly be missed.
Friends and family may visit from 6-8pm on Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at
Westbrock Funeral Home, Kettering. Funeral service will be on Thursday, September 12
at 11:00 am at Hope United Methodist Church, 5980 Wilmington Pike, Sugarcreek
Township 45459. She will be laid to rest in David’s Cemetery in Kettering. Guests are
invited to join the family in a meal at the church following the burial.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making donations to The Ohio State University
Foundation c/o The James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Center, 1480 W. Lane
Ave, Columbus, Ohio 43221. https://cancer.osu.edu/giving-back
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Comments

“

My sincere condolences to all those who shared her love and those touched by her.

D. Wagner - October 28, 2019 at 04:25 AM

“

A poem for his grandmother by Christian Scott Green
SWEET LOUISE
Did she struggle? Did she suffer?
Did she doubt her strength in moments when life,
like it does to each and every one of us,
leaned in hard and bared its teeth?
Of course she did, but she kept it to herself.
She handled it. We, needn’t be bothered.
Her greatest struggle perhaps,
Was the simple act of trying to sit still.
She. Was. Going!
And dare to stop her moving?
Offer her some rest? Battle a lion.
“No time for that!” she seemed to say.
“My family tree is a living thing, and it will
not lack for love, support, or care. Not on my watch.”
And what could be more wonderful than to bask in her welcome shade?
“There is music too! So much music to hear, endless
friends to see, strangers to meet, pets that need tending,
books (read them all!), and don’t forget sweets.”
There were always cookies. And pie.
“Did everyone get a piece of pie?” she would ask us.
“Has everyone had something sweet?”
And we would all tease her about it, jokingly of course.
But maybe the joke was on us.
Maybe she knew something we didn’t.
Certainly no one could argue,
She was the sweetest of us all.
Sweet Louise.
She would give, and keep giving.
She would go, and keep going.
But in the end, time wins and she could go no more.
And she couldn’t stand it.
“I just can’t wait to get out of here and get back to normal”
was one of the last things she ever said to me.

So she left.
She knew that lying in a warm bed, with the whole world
to care for you, was no way to live.
She drew her last breath quietly. Peacefully.
She slipped away, unwatched, in just the time it takes
to turn your head. No need to bother anyone.
She gave more love to this world than most of us
have probably taken. Unconditional love.
She was my grandmother, and I miss her. We all do.
Sweet Louise.

Christian Scott Green
9/10/2019
Christian Green - October 09, 2019 at 04:06 PM

“

I only knew Millie for a short time, meeting her and Cheryl at The James. I don't know
why we started talking, but every time we did I enjoyed our conversation so much.
Cheryl, I will miss seeing you and Millie in the waiting room. I'm the blond lady from
the back hall. Your mom was such a bright light. I'm so grateful we got to talking
about our cats, and other funny things. Please know I'm thinking about you, and
thankful for your mom's smile. -Amy

Amy Bailey - September 12, 2019 at 03:25 PM

“

Louise and Charles were wonderful friends. Even though we lived 2 hours apart we
always kept in contact. I loved visiting with them. They often talked about our
wedding and how much they enjoyed a Mercer County wedding.
Even though Louise suffered a lot trying to beat her medical problem, she always
had a smile on her face and had good things to say about people. She will be
missed. Charles is lucky to have her back with him and heaven has another angel.

Jane braun - September 10, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“

I met Millie and Charlie when I joined Hope Church and the church's bowling league.
No one made me feel more at home than those two. They were both wonderful
people, so kind and always greeting with a smile. Heaven can rejoice again with the
arrival of Millie. May the Lord give comfort to her families and friends.

Michael Gentile - September 09, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the
family of Millie Louise Penwell.

Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home - September 09, 2019 at 03:52 PM

“

Garden Accent- My Mother kept a garden... was purchased for the family of Millie
Louise Penwell.

September 08, 2019 at 05:42 PM

“

Home in Heaven Throw was purchased for the family of Millie Louise Penwell.

September 08, 2019 at 05:28 PM

