John R. "Doc" Guarasci
June 24, 1939 - June 4, 2020

GUARASCI, John Ralph, “Doc”, age 80, of Centerville, OH passed away on June 4, 2020
peacefully. He is survived by his loving son and best friend, John-Kevin (JK) and
daughter-in-law Carrie Jane (CJ), their son Jacob and daughter Alexis, and brothers,
Robert, Ted (Sue); sister-in-law, Lea and many other extended family and friends. John
was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph and Celia (Coletta) Guarasci, his wife Jean
(2009) and brother, Frank (2020).
John was one of the earth’s kindest and most giving beings, always taking care of others
and putting other’s needs before his own. He was a loving husband to Jean and soulmate
for 39 years. Their marriage was one that was made of the truest purest love, commitment
and trust.
John founded Suburban Veterinary Clinic in 1969 and practiced for more than 40 years.
He cared for dogs and cats with the utmost integrity and respect. In his spare time, you
would find John at Sugar Valley Country Club, working around his home or spending time
with his family. He was especially proud of his grandkids and really enjoyed spending time
with his them. He was a member of Church of the Incarnation.
The family will receive friends Saturday, June 13, 2020 from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Westbrock
Funeral Home, 5980 Bigger Road in Kettering followed by the funeral service beginning at
11:00am. Doc will then be laid to rest in Calvary Cemetery. To honor John’s life,
contributions may be made to The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine.
To share a memory of John or leave a special message for his family, visit www.westbrock
funeralhome.com

Cemetery

Events

Calvary Cemetery

JUN

1625 Calvary Drive

13

Dayton, OH, 45409

Visitation

08:00AM - 11:00AM

Westbrock Funeral Home
5980 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH, US, 45440

JUN
13

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Westbrock Funeral Home
5980 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH, US, 45440

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Holly Smith - January 14 at 10:58 PM

“

I just learned today of Doc's death. I'm so sorry to hear this. He was our vet from the
time I was little and when I grew up and had my own dogs. John had the biggest
heart and was just the kindest man and best vet! I can smile knowing he is in Heaven
and my fur babies are all there playing with him. Rest well and Godspeed, John! You
are missed!
Holly [Dexter] Smith

Holly Smith - January 14 at 10:57 PM

“

We live in Florida now but heard of John's death from mutual friends. There is no
doubt in my mind that John is helping God with any pet issues in Heaven and
probably giving him some great golf tips too. A more patient, polite, and gracious
man John was. My memories are only good ones. RIP John - you will be missed.

Donna Schiefer - June 15, 2020 at 04:28 PM

“

Dr. Guarasci was my family’s vet from 1969 until his retirement. In December 1969
our beautiful cat, Cleo, had a respiratory infection and died in the vet’s hospital. He
felt so sorry about her he didn’t charge us. Imagine that. He was a wonderful, kind
person and great vet to our many dogs and cats over the years. My sincere
sympathies to the Guarasci family.
Susan Manny Serr

Susan Serr - June 14, 2020 at 03:15 PM

“

I am saddened by the passing of Doc Guarasci. He was a wonderful man and Vet. I
remember he hooked us up with a great Golden Retriever pet in the mid 80's and he
was an outstanding golfer at SVCC. A true gentleman! To the Guarasci family, I am
sorry for your loss. RIP John.

Bill Reber - June 13, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

I just learned about Doc’s passing and I’m sorry to miss the services. He was one of
a kind. I think he loved our pets as much as we did. So many memories of family
time spent together as well as being our vet until he retired. Prayers of comfort for
the family.

Jenny Karpinsky - June 13, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of John R. "Doc" Guarasci.

June 12, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

I started going to Suburban Vet back in the late 70’s. Dr Guarasci was a wonderful
Doctor to 7 of my dogs. He was so kind and gentle and always so caring not only
about my dogs but me. My daughter told me of his passing. She was very young
when he was there and she said “I just remember how kind he was and how good he
was to our dogs”. I recently had to put one of my beloved dogs to sleep and I told my
daughter “ I wish Dr. Guarasci could hold her like he did two of my other dogs.” I
knew that they were in the most loving hands possible. Our deepest sympathy to
your family. He touched so many lives and that is a great legacy.
The Chadwell Family

robin chadwell - June 12, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of John R. "Doc" Guarasci.

June 11, 2020 at 11:44 AM

“

Doctor Guarasci was the best veterinarian and boss I have ever worked for. It was a
privilege to have him as a mentor. He was truly a great and generous man that will
be missed by so many of his 2 legged and 4 legged clients, patients and staff who
lives he touched. The Christmas parties he and Jean hosted will be fondly
remembered by all who attended! Sincere condolences to JK and family.
Sara Paterchak

Sara Paterchak - June 11, 2020 at 09:03 AM

“

Jk, I'm so sorry to learn of the passing of your Dad. My brother, Matt, always spoke
so fondly of the fun times and good food he had at your house with your Mom and
Dad. I particularly recall the Turkey Bowl adventures! Take care of yourself and your
family and know we are thinking of you during this difficult time.
Susan Jansen

Susan Jansen - June 10, 2020 at 03:10 PM

“

J.k. You are blessed to have had such a wonderful Father.
Without a doubt, he was one of the finest gentlemen I had
ever met. Never a harsh remark about anyone. Never a
swear word. Always in a friendly mood with everybody. I
believe you have been fortunate enough to inherit a lot of
his good traits. I’m sure you have many, many really good
memories of him. Because of that, I’m sure you will always
be connected with your Dad.
God bless you and your family. Please accept our sincere
sympathy.
Tom Leen

Tom Leen - June 10, 2020 at 01:39 PM

“

We were privileged to have Dr. Guarasci take care of three of our dogs. He provided
nothing short of excellent care for our pets. He was the kindest and most
compassionate veterinarian one could ever know. His helpfulness and caring,
especially concerning the inevitable end of life decisions for our pets, will never be
forgotten. We never gave a thought to using anyone else to care for our dogs. Our
discussions with him during office appointments illustrated his warmth, kindness and
caring personality. May his family and friends rejoice in the beautiful memories they
have of a fantastic human being. Our sympathies go out to JK and this wonderful
man's entire family.
Alan and Judy Chesen

Alan Chesen - June 10, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Sending deepest and most heartfelt sympathy to JK, CJ & family on the passing of
Doc. He was such an incredibly gentle and kind soul. When I brought my dogs in for
visit especially at the end of life ones, he was so reassuring and encouraging no
matter what. A true genuine gem. May the angels rejoice in singing as he now
resides with them and may God bring peace & comfort through memories for those
who loved him.

Jackie Zofkie - June 10, 2020 at 11:00 AM

“

JK and family: My family were one of the first patients at Suburban Vet Clinic. We
thought the world of your father. He was so kind and compassionate, and an expert
in his field. Our one basset hound ate everything under the son and your Dad would
take her X-rays to seminars because you could always see rocks, dice, paper clips or
whatever else she consumed on the X-rays. I can remember him and your Mom as
newlyweds. What a fantastic couple. I haven't seen him in decades, but he was
never forgotten and if people asked for a recommendation for a Veterinarian, it was
always him. Yes, it was a privilege to know him, and may he and Jean find each
other again in heaven. God bless you and your family during this difficult time.

Kathy Freeman-Utz - June 10, 2020 at 08:55 AM

“

JK, So sorry to hear of your loss. Your father was such a caring person who touched
the lives of many. I always enjoyed playing with him and will never forget the many
good times we had at SVCC. May he rest in peace.
Ray Louis

Ray Louis - June 10, 2020 at 06:46 AM

“

"Doc" took wonderful care of my many dogs for many years. I was his client shortly
after he opened his clinic on St. Rt. 725 and continued with him after he moved into
the new clinic on Spring Valley Road. I was sad to have him retire but I'm glad he did
and had the time to spend with his family and to play golf! He was so kind and
compassionate with my dogs and myself, especially when I lost my Gracie and so
grateful that he was there with her when she passed. I'm lucky to have known him!
Phyllis Melnick
Centerville, Ohio

Phyllis Melnick - June 10, 2020 at 06:20 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of John R. "Doc" Guarasci.

June 09, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

John was such a good friend to Jose and I
A very caring person who deeply cared about
Everything how we will miss you
Our love to JK and the family

jose and maria garcia - June 05, 2020 at 08:26 AM

“

I am so thankful that you were so helpful to mom and dad when dad was sick...It was
so nice to get to see when I was there..I don't remember if I ever even thanked
you...I am sorry if I did not as you were so deserving of it.
John Kevin...I laugh when I think about the first time I ever babysat for you and you
saw your parents come home and go across the street and you took off like a
bullet...I was TRIPPIN..didn't really know what to do..So I went home..LOL I bet you
don't even remember.
I am so sorry for your and your families loss..I always thought the world of both your
parents..They were good people..
"Wrap thee in cotton,
Bind thee with love,
Protection from pain
Surrounds like a glove.
Brightest of blessings,
Surrounding thee this night,
For thou art cared for,
Healing thoughts sent in flight".
Kellie Rohler Hunt..

Kellie Rohler Hunt - June 04, 2020 at 09:45 PM

